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3RD OF A 3-PART MINI-SERIES IN WHICH THE GANG RETURNS TO FIND 
THEMSELVES LOST IN A WORLD-THREATENING TIME WARP... 
“THE (NOT SO) GREAT INDOORS!” 
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WOW! WHAT A GREAT DAY, 
JERRY! LETS GO 
FOR A WALK! 


EXCEPT ITS SO DIFFICULT 
WALKING THROUGH 
THIS SHAGGY 


GLAD WE GOT THROUGH ee DOESNT THAT LOOK NICE! THE eras | WY 
THAT! NOW WE CAN WALK! v FRESHL CUT..THE HOUSE FRESHLY 


YEAH! 
IT LOOKS SO INVITING! 
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GET RICH QUICK? 
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RICHIE RICH #12 
Shipping le Ocfalier! 
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“DRAW Me” CONTEST! 
Want To SEE Your ARTWORK PRINTED 
IN & HlaRvEr Comic? 


Here's Your CHANCE! 


JUST DRAW YOUR FAVORITE HARVEY CHARACTER IN BLACK & 
WHITE (NO COLOR,PLEASE!) AND SEND IT ALONG TO US! USE PEN, 
PENCIL OR CRAYON. OUR STAFF OF ARTISTS WILL PICK THE BEST 
DRAWINGS AND PRINT THEM IN AN UPCOMING ISSUE. TRY AS 
MANY TIMES AS YOU LIKE! 


SEND ALL ENTRIES TO: "DRAW ME* CONTEST 
HARVEY COMICS ENTERTAINMENT 
100 WILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE 500 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90401 


DON'T FORGET TO INCLUDE YOUR NAME, AGE & ADDRESS! 


EE CAN GATHER 


n answer to so many of your queries, | 
thought I’d use my column this month to talk 
about the creation of some Harvey comic 

ook characters. 


Many of you have written in asking who created 
Richie Rich and Casper and Hot Stuff and 
Wendy and each and every one of the Harvey 
characters. 


Well, for the most part, their creation was the 
collaboration of several people, as | would guess 
most comic book creations have been and are. 
In addition, the strength of a comic book 
character doesn’t end with merely its creation. 
That's simply where it begins. The development 
of that character is more important than its 
creation. 


Having said that, let me relate Casper the 
Friendly Ghost’s history. A very wonderful and 
talented man named Joe Oriolo is given credit 


as having created Casper during the late 1940s. 
This, despite the fact that a terrific artist named 
Seymour Reit is said to have made the first 
drawings of Casper for Joe Oriolo. 


Well for years Casper was done as an animated 
short for Paramount Pictures and as a comic 
book for a company called St. John’s. Neither 
was very popular and neither, frankly, was that 
good. Casper’s enormous and world-wide 
popularity did not begin until Harvey Comics 
took over the character and refashioned him for 
both comics and animated films. 


Casper became a different character under 
Harvey tutelage—which also created characters 
such as Spooky, Wendy, Nightmare and the 
Ghostly Trio. Casper’s change in look came from 
Warren Kremer, the master artist I’ve often 
mentioned, who transformed him from a peanut- 
shaped character to the friendly ghost we all 
recognize today. The story content and style 
came from writers such as Jim Miele, Ralph 
Newman and Stan Kay. (And, I’m delighted to 
add, | was the editor during all those years.) 


I's impossible for me to remember who created 
what. | guess we didn’t know at that time what 
soon-to-be-famous characters we were creating. 


It didn’t really matter at the time who created 
what, but my guess is that we all took a hand in 
it. 

| will say this, however: In his visual form, no 
one had more to do with Casper and the way 
we know him than Warren Kremer. No one had 
more to do with the fabulous background and 
the other characters that make up that world. 
And in regards to stories, it was Jim Miele’s 
writing style—and his way with a fable—that 
gave Casper the sensitivity and the depth that 
has become the character's trademark. 


| don’t mean to belittle Casper’s original 
creation. Without that, there would be nothing 
but a blank page, and the people who 
enhanced Casper couldn’t work from a blank 
page. But it was the development of Casper that 
turned a dead litle boy into a fantasy creature 
who had been born a ghost. And it was the 
development of Casper that turned a graveyard 
site into a haunted house built in a place called 
the Enchanted Forest. And it was the 
development of Casper that created Spooky, 
Wendy, Nightmare, The Ghostly Trio and all 
those other characters that made 
Casper...Casper. 


I'll stop for now. On another day, I'll talk more 
about some of the other characters, some of the 
other creators and some very different stories. 


I'm sure | will receive a great deal of mail 
regarding the above comments. | welcome it. In 
fact, we welcome any and all of your comments. 


See you fext time. 


Editor In Chief 


Send All Those 
Letters & Comments To: 


Sid Bits 

C/O Harvey Comics Entertainment 
100 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 500 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
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Dear Little Dot, 

I love reading comics, especially 
your comics. I have a shirt that has 
@ picture of you, and on the top it 
says Little Dot. I have a collection 
of all different comics. The stack is 
about 21 lines on a piece of paper 
high. 

Love, April Ringelstetter, age 9 
Baraboo, WI 


Dear April, 

Thank you for the kind words, 
April, and thank you for sending 
them on such pretty stationary! I 
really like the flowers that were on 
the paper since in the middle of 
every flower is a dot! Also, there 
are three holes punched on the side 
of the paper, and they’re also in the 
shape of dots! Dots always bring me 
good luck, and this time they had a 
great fan like you write me! 

Your friend, Dot 


Dear Casper and Wendy, 

I really enjoy your books. When I 
am bored, I take out the books to 
read them. I’m not the only one 
who reads them. My sisters Carol 
and Karen read them too. One of 
them doesn’t know how to read, but 
she looks at the pictures. I got four 
books. One is Woody Woodpecker, 
one is Casper, one is Wendy, and 
one is Richie Rich. I’m glad that 
Casper is a kind ghost instead of a 
mean one. Wendy is kind too, but I 
don’t like Wendy’s aunties. 

denny Mac, age 9, 

Australia 


Deag Jenny, 

Wendy’s aunties can be a little 
tough to put up with sometimes, 
Jenny, but just be glad there are 
only three of them! Wendy likes 
living with her auties because that 
way she can keep them out of 


ae 


trouble! (Every once in while she 
has to cast a perfume smell so their 
brew doesn’t smell up the entire 
enchanted forest!) We’re glad your 
little sister likes the pictures in our 
comic books, but why don’t you 
read to her while she looks at the 
pictures? Reading a Harvey comic 
book is one of best ways to teach 
your sister how to read! 

Your friend, Casper 


Dear Harvey Comics, 

I like your comics, especially Richie 
Rich, Little Dot, Wendy, Casper and 
Spooky. Speaking of Spooky, how 
does he disappear? 

One of your fans, 

Dalarie Peters, age 9 1/2 

Bethel, Alaska 


Dear Dalarie, 

Disappearing isn’t too difficult, 
Dalarie, it’s appearing that takes 
some work! Ghosts are naturally 
invisible, we just turn visible when 
we want our friends to see us! 
Casper has so many friends that he 
stays visible almost all of the time! 
Now if Casper and I lived in the 
Great White Worth with all that 
snow like you do, Dalarie, nobody 
would ever be able to see us! 

Your pal, Spooky 


Dear Wendy, 

I live on a houseboat in Yellowknife 
in Canada. I am 5 years old and 
everyday I wonder how many 
uncles you have. I have 6 uncles. 
The girl I’m going to marry is called 


_ Nico. She kissed me on my school 


bus on the way to school. I made 
my mom two earrings, but she lost 
one so I made her two new earrings 
today. I like reading your comics. 
Love, Michael McGovern 
Yellowknife, Canada 
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Dear Michael, 

I know I have at least three aunties, 
Michael, but I’m not sure how many 
uncles I have! Why don’t you start 
counting them as you see them in 
my comic! By the way, did you 
know that a boy witch is called a 
“warlock”! Now I have a question 
for you, Michael: Do you ever get 
seasickness when you go to sleep at 
night? Thanks for writing, and 


' don’t forget to say “Hi!” to Nico 


from me! 
Your friend, Wendy 


Dear Richie, 

I love your comics! I just got 
through reading one about five 
minutes ago, and it was great. 
There is a boy on my street who 
claimed he was your twin brother. 
He looks just like you! Do you have 
a brother? 

Your best #1 fan, Steven Hicks 
Texarkana, TX 


Dear Steven, 

I don’t have a twin brother, Steven, 
but my tricky cousin Reggie is 
always coming up with costumes 
and robots that look just like me! 
I’ve always wanted a brother or 
sister, but my mom and dad decided 
to get me Dollar instead! Thanks for 
the letter, Steven, but remember, if 
you see someone who looks likes 
me—look out! Cousin Reggie is 
probably behind it! 

Your friend, Richie 


WRITE TO: 
Harvey Comics Entertainment 


100 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 500 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
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